	You have to have ... hope, faith and help 

By KEVIN NOONAN February 9, 2008 

The News Journal 
Collin Zwickert has spastic quadriplegic cerebral palsy. He wasn't supposed to live through one week, much less one year. 
He suffers from hearing and vision loss as well as chronic pneumonia. He can't swallow. 

Collin, the 1-year-old son of Wesley College lacrosse coach Christian Zwickert, takes eight drugs, one of which costs $4,000 a month. He undergoes speech, physical, occupational and vision therapy several times a week. 
Everyone who has heard about Collin Zwickert has been touched and just about everyone has tried to help. 
But it really hit home for Aaron Daugherty, who, like so many others, is doing what he can for a noble cause. 
Daugherty was an 18-year-old lacrosse player at Alexis I. du Pont High in 2002. On March 11 that year, he was driving drunk when his car hit a utility pole. The accident killed his best friend, Philip DeMesse, and left Daugherty in a wheelchair, paralyzed from the waist down. 
After serving two years' probation, Daugherty is working to have a positive influence on the lives of others and has joined the local lacrosse community to help the Zwickert family. 
"[The accident] was something that affected me physically and spiritually and it's something I never could have gotten through without the help of others," Daugherty said. 

"That's why I think I understand what [the Zwickerts] are going through right now, maybe better than a lot of other people. I know you have to have hope and you have to have faith to overcome something like this. And you have to have help to do it." 
In one one-month period, Collin had more than 32 therapies. He requires in-home nursing 17 hours a day during the week and eight hours a day on weekends. 
Collin's needs have prompted an outpouring of support, led by the Fellowship of Christian Athletes (FCA), Wesley College and Salesianum School, where Christian Zwickert played lacrosse (he graduated in 1990) and coached in 2000. 
Daugherty is taking architectural classes at Drexel University. He wants to specialize in designing for disabled people, and he volunteered to draw up plans so the Zwickerts can customize their home to accommodate Collin. 
"It really means something to us, that somebody who has had to overcome so much adversity himself wants to give back to others," Christian Zwickert said. "Aaron's offer to help comes straight from his heart and we appreciate it more than words can describe. 
"Really, the response we've gotten from so many people in so many areas is just overwhelming and very humbling. And it just keeps growing." 
It started with Randy Chambers, head of the local chapter of the FCA, which will sponsor a benefit breakfast next Saturday morning. Then Gary Ventresca and Phil Healy, lacrosse coaches at Wilmington Christian and Salesianum, respectively, jumped on board. Ventresca has been coordinating various fundraising events and Healy organized a benefit lacrosse tournament next Saturday. 
The lacrosse coaches at Drexel -- where Zwickert was an assistant -- put together a fundraising bowling tournament, and the Zwickerts' story will be featured in the March issue of Lacrosse Magazine. Lacrosse teams from around the country have also pitched in. 
"We just planted some seeds, and I don't think any of us expected the response we've gotten," Ventresca said. "You know, you hear about so many bad things happening in the world today. And then you get involved in something like this and find out how many good people there are out there, people who gladly give up their time and their money to help somebody else. ... And most of them don't even know the Zwickert family." 
YOU CAN HELP 

Fundraiser breakfast for Collin Zwickert 

When: Feb. 16, at 7:30 a.m. 

Where: Immanuel Church, Wilmington. 

Cost: $10 per person 

RSVP: 427-8797 or blueskyclean@comcast.net 

Other donations: Make out tax-deductible check to United Cerebral Palsy (write "Collin Zwickert" on memo line) and send to United Cerebral Palsy, 700A River Road, Wilmington, DE 19809. 
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