Hair today -- gone Monday

Cab Calloway student to lose his long locks to lend a hand to charity
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When Tony Marconi first saw Andrew Zaldivar, he saw a younger version of himself.

"I see this kid with the long hair, walking around," Marconi said, "and my hair was as long as that when I grew up. When I see that, I smile every time."

To those who know him, Zaldivar is about much more than his mane, though even that hair is more than superficial.

The accomplished high school student-athlete known for his spirit and dedication to others will shed his hair in front of his classmates on Monday. Money raised from the event will benefit several charities and his hair will be made into wigs for people battling illness.

Zaldivar, 18, didn't get tired of his hairstyle. Instead, his future as an Air Force Academy cadet requires that the locks must go. He reports for basic training in Colorado on June 24.

Zaldivar is a student at Cab Calloway School of the Arts. The two schools share the old Wilmington High building. Because Cab Calloway does not have interscholastic sports programs, its students are allowed to play on Charter teams.

Scholastically, because of honors classes, Zaldivar carries a 4.5 grade-point average on a 4.0 scale. Last school year, he was named the state's Outstanding Male Hispanic Student by the Hispanic Student Recognition Program.

Along with lacrosse, which Marconi coaches, Zaldivar has played football and wrestled for Charter.

In the past six years, Zaldivar has had one haircut. As a ninth-grader, he received "just a trim" of a few inches off his flowing locks.

On Monday, Cab Calloway will hold a "Cut Z's Tail" assembly at 2:30 p.m in the school gymnasium. The cut hair will go to Locks of Love, which uses donations to make hairpieces for those suffering from medical hair loss.

For two more days, Zaldivar's hair will be 27 inches long, well past the shoulders on his 5-foot-11, 205-pound frame.
“I wasn't one of those kids who would be afraid to go to the barber," Zaldivar said. "In sixth grade, that's a time when you see the older kids, and you want to be like them. So, I wanted to grow out my hair, and I really didn't get my hair cut."

	



Cab Calloway student Andrew Zaldivar hasn't cut his hair in years, but Monday, he'll get a buzz cut at school to raise money for various groups. Zaldivar plays on Charter's lacrosse team because Cab Calloway doesn't offer interscholastic sports. (The News Journal/SUCHAT PEDERSON)
	


Andrew Zaldivar, shown during a lacrosse game earlier this month against St. Mark's, will be heading to the Air Force this summer, and has no choice but to cut his hair. (The News Journal/SUCHAT PEDERSON)


